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Childhood and Family

Harry Lewis may have been enslaved and raised by Robert Burbridge, a hemp plantation
owner in Scott County, Kentucky. Lewis married a woman named Winnie, and they had a
son Lewis!

Career as Trainer

Lewis worked as a trainer for Burbridge and later for Captain Willa Viley beginning in the
late 1840s or early 1850s. Viley was an influential owner and breeder in the Lexington,
Kentucky area.?

Working for Viley, Lewis trained the champion racehorse Richard Singleton. The famed
equine painter Edward Troye painted a portrait of Richard Singleton and included Lewis in
the picture?

By the 1850's Lewis was a free African American horse trainer in the household of Dr.
Stephen Gano. Dr. Gano was the founder and treasurer of the Georgetown Jockey Club
and a Thoroughbred breeder.*

Trainer of Lexington

Lewis is best known for training the horse Lexington (formerly known as Darley). Lexington
achieved legendary status in his races, including a famous race against the horse
Lecomte.®

INn 1853, a dispute arose over the horse’s ownership. Lewis could not outright own the horse.
Lewis, who was free by 1850, negotiated an agreement with Dr. Elisha Warfield to lease the
racing qualities of Darley.

The Thoroughbred was entered in the Kentucky Association Stakes (Phoenix Stakes) and
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the Citizen’s Stakes during the 1850 spring meet. Darley won both heat races. Between
the two races, Warfield sold Darley to a consortium headed by Richard Ten Broeck. The
group tried to claim the winning purses. The Kentucky Association settled the dispute and
awarded the $2,500 to Harry Lewis.®

Legacy

Lewis’ impact on the sport extended far beyond training the iconic horse Lexington. The
African American jockey Edward Dudley Brown owed much of his success to Lewis, as he
rode Asteroid, Lexington’s offspring, to victory. Lewis also lives on in Edward Troye's painting
of the horse Richard Singleton. Though he was not the focus of the painting, he remains as
a visible symbol of so many more African American horsemen of his generation.’
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